
Planning Committee 3rd August 2020 
Conservation Areas 
 
Parish Conservation Areas 
 
There are three conservations areas in the parish. Tenterden, St Michaels and Smallhythe.  
 
Conservations areas are designated to “manage and protect the unique architectural and historic 
interest of a place”. This is particularly relevant to a historic market town such as Tenterden. 
 
Tenterden Planning Committee requested the “chair” to open discussions with ABC to understand 
their future plans for reviewing the parish’s conservation areas. 
 
ABC Heritage Strategy – Adopted October 2017 
 
This strategy recommends that all conservation areas in the borough should be reviewed and updated 
via the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plan (CAMP) methodology. 
 
No time scale has been placed to complete the objective. Depending on the size and complexity of the 
conservation area, each exercise could take up to 18 (eighteen) months in duration. 
 
Zoom Meeting with ABC Officials 15th July 2020 
 
Deputy Town Clerk Claire Gilbert and Cllr John Crawford met with Harriet Turner, Ian Grundy and 
Daniel Carter to discuss and understand Ashford’s approach to this subject. The salient points were: 
 
a) Review and adoption of conservations areas is regulated by the Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 
b) ABC have completed some conservation area reviews such as: Ashford Town Centre; Woodchurch; 

Kingsnorth; and Chilham.  
c) A future programme of conservation area reviews will be created once the new Placemaking Team 

has been resourced. It is likely that Tenterden would be near the top of the list.   
d) Though it is the duty of ABC to conduct and fund a CAMP exercise, Chilham initiated their own 

exercise (via Clague Architects) with some financial support from Ashford and liaised throughout 
with Heritage England and ABC as key stakeholders.  

e) CAMP Guidance can be found on the Heritage England website. 
f) Typically, a review will assess the existing conservation area boundaries; update the list of heritage 

assets; consider introducing new ones.  In addition, ABC will look at zones within the conservation 
area with individual characteristics. ABC investigate whether the zone needs amending and then 
start to draft the summary.  Materials, build form, density, orientation of buildings, etc. that 
contribute to conservation area are all considered.  They then look at what needs improving, if 
anything. 

g) As part of the process, it is necessary to hold a consultation with the public, landowners,  ABC, 
Parish Council and Historic England.  It is Ashford Borough Council that signs it off and adopts 
under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

h) It was suggested that as Cllr Clokie was the previous ABC Planning Portfolio Holder, it would be 
advantageous to ask him to be part of any future forum. 

 
  



Urgency 
 
There have been no adverse comments as to the adequacy of the existing conservation areas within 
the parish, therefore a review is not considered to be urgent or time critical. 
 
Proposal 
 
Before any formal request made to Ashford is considered requesting them to conduct a CAMP for the 
parish, it is recommended: 
 
1. To engage with Cllr Paul Clokie and the Borough Ward Councillors within Tenterden. 
2. At an appropriate time (once the severity of COVID has diminished) undertake a “round the table” 

study of the three conservation areas, to determine if any of the boundaries are inadequate and 
require modifying. 

3. The conclusions to be discussed by Tenterden Planning Committee and recommendations made 
to the Full Council for forwarding to Ashford Borough Council. 

 
 
 
Proposal:  Cllr John Crawford  
Impact on Crime and Disorder :  None  
Impact on Bio-diversity :   None 
Budgetary Impact :   None. 


